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IX SPECIAL TOPIC. 





1. Public Opinion on the Enlargement of the Leasue Council. 


The question of a further extension of the League Council outside 
the proposed entry of Germany has aroused in England on a matter of 
international interest an expression of public opinion for which it 
would be difficult to find a parallel in recent years either in volume 
or uniformity. Papers throughout England which are wont to clanour 
widely divergent creeds, representatives of every party as well as 
individuals such as Lord Grey have united to express their hostility 
to the idea of making Germany's admission to the League and the League 
Council an occasion for enlarging the Council by the addition of any 
other member or members at the iiarch meeting of the League. 

Despite the official pronouncement which came from Sweden that 
the latter country would exerciss her vote in the Council against the 
admission of Poland to a permanent seat (a movement which would seal 
tne fate of the scheme as in-such cases unanimity is required in 
the Council) - the idea of increasing the number of permanent seats 
on the Council seems to have fired the political imagination of a 
number of members of the League, and up to the moment, besides Poland, 

‘jain, Brazil and China have put forward their claims. 

In England, as has been indicated, public opinion is emphatically | 
and explicitely united against the proposal of enlargement considering 
the supreme objection to the proposal is that, coming at this moment, 
it has the appearance of being directed against Germany. 

On February 23rd, at a moment when pwolic opinion had been 
‘horoughly aroused, Sir Austen Chamberlain made a speech at Birmingham 

hich in view of the storm which it aroused must be considered to nave 
een inoportune. He indicated that he was not averse to additions 
eing made to the League C gincil beyond Germany if there could be found 
uitable additions which would increase the authority of the Council's 


| uecisions. Sir Austen Chamberlain denied that additions beyond that 


of Germany would constitute an infringement of Locarno. 
The uneasiness felt in many quarters with regard to the proposed 
.dmission of Poland to a permanent seat was expressed by Lord Grey in 


| a speech at Newcastle on February 26th. Lord Grey pointed out tha% 


to bring in Poland to counterbalance German opinion was calculated to 
*ncourage ti.:: Jermans to do the very things that it was important that ) 
‘hey should refriuin from doing. A deputation from the League of Nations | 
.Tliamentary Comsaitbee waited on the Prime Minister on the same day 
1d conveyed to him their anxiety on this question. 
At a meeting of the Parliamentary Committee on March lst, Sir 
usten Chamberlain declared that he had taken no decision on the 
‘uestion of Poland's entry when he was passing through Paris in January. 
2 declared that he was averso to any state being brought on to the 
ouncil to counterbalance Germany. 
It became clear at th2 meeting of the Cabinet on March Srd that 
che general view was that nothing must be done at the forthcoming 
ueeting at Geneva to prejudice Germany's entry into the League under 
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conditions which she considers to be absolutely fair. 

As far as Germany is concerned the matter seems to have crysta- 
llised into the following form. A permanent seat was promised to 
Germany at Locarno and though there was no guarantee that only Germany 
should be received on to the League Council, there was no mention of 
other applicants. Sir Austen Chamberlain's Birmingham speech caused 
widespread resentment, which was, however, directed almost as much 
against M. Briand. The “Tagliche Rundschay" which may be taken as 
the pSess organ of Herr Stresemann, has coiustantly averred that any 
further addition to the League at the March session outside Germany will 
mean that Germany will withdraw. It must be remembered that Germany's 
claim is for sole election at the March meeting. It has never made 
any other claim with regard to the September meeting. This point was 
emphasised by Herr Luther in his speech at Hamburg on March 2nd. 

In Poland, wit:: regard to her claim for a permanent seat on the 
League Council, it is uged among other points that the situation in 
Eastern Europe co”.3t* tutes one of the most delicate international prob- 
lems, and that it cannot be settled without Poland because it depends 
on the policy ador’sd by Poland. The need for a Slav representation 
on the Council has also been much stressed. In a speech on the 
ratification of the Locarno Treaty in the Seym on February 25th, Count 
Skrzynski argued that after Locarno, Article 4 of the Covenant in which 
a seat was reserved for one of the great Allied Powers could only be 
interpreted as implying the simultaneous and equal presence of Poland 
on the Council of the League at the moment when Germany's enters the 
League. 

In the debate on the Locarno Treaty in the French Chamber on March 
2nd, M. Briand declared that the French Government was in favour of the 
extension ® the Council because of the extension of its business, and 
that if the Council were enlarged he would see Poland on it with the 
very keenest pleasure. 

On February 22nd the Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affeirs made a 
statement reaffirming Brazil's claim to a permanent seat on the Council. 
Spain demonstrated the importance she attached to her claim by deciding 
to send the Foreign Minister, Senor Yanguas, to Geneva. The Chinese 
attitude was made clear in a speech by Mr. Chao-hsin chu in which he 
declared that he had been instructed by his Government to announce that 
China would only claim a permanent seat on the Council if any other 
candidates outside Germany came ferward. Brazil, Spain and China 
support their claim for the most part by emphasising the size of the 
populations they represent and of their territories. 

It seems, however, that the only way out of the international 
problem which has arisen is to postpone all further enlargement of the 
Council until the September meeting and to advance at present on the 
principle which Lord Grey has ennunciated ~- "One thing at a time"| 
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II. NOTES & NEWS. 





Blections to the League Council. 
We regret that an inaccuracy escaped cut attention in the first 


"Special Topic" in the last issue of the Bulletin ( February 22né). 
It is stated there that the six non-permanent Members of the League 
Council are elected by rotation for a term of years. 

In actual fact however this system is not in operation. It was 
proposed in 1921, but could not be adopted except by an amendment to thc 
Covenant, which requires the ratifications of all States Members of the 
Ceuncil . A sufficient number of these ratifications have not been 
forthcoming, consequently the procedure for electing the non-permanent 
Members remains as originally laid down by the Covenant, that is to 
say they are "selected by the Assembly from time to time at its dis- 
cretion." 

Hitherto the Assembly has considered the selection of non-permane::* 
Members annually, but more often than not no change has been made. 

Thus the only States who, in the six years of the League's existence, 
have retired from the Council are Greece and China. Greece was a 
Member for one year and retired in 1922. China sat for three years, 
and retired in 1924. 

The present non-permanent Members are Belgium, Brazil, Czecho- 
slovakia, Spain, Sweden and Uruguay. Of thess Belgium, Brazil and 
Spain have sat from the beginning. These facts are worth noting in 
view of the prominence which the composition of the Council has ~ 


recently assumed in public attention. 





a 


Methods of the French Senate. 
No better illustration of the value of Upper Houses could be 


found than the methods of the French Senate in dealing with M. Doumer's 
Finance Bill. This tortured measure, after undergoing mutilation at 
the hands of the Chamber to the extent of rendering it entirely inade- 
quate to meet the pressing demands of the French Treasury, was at 
length handed over to the Upper House. The methods of this body in 
dealing with the Bill were noticeably more efficient than those adopted 
by the ‘Chamber. The need for speeding up the measure, to which the 
latter was quite oblivious, was fully appreciated by the Senate. Its 
Finance Committee completed its retision of the Bill, as passed by the 
Chamber, on February 2lst, one da, earlier than was expected, after” 
only four days examination. In this short space it did its best to 
make good the damage previously inflicted by the Chamber, at the risk 
of being indicted for unconstitutional action. The constitution of 
1885 lays it down that "financial measures dealt with by the Senate 
must have been previously discussed and voted by the Chamber." 








Hence in restoring as it did, the tax on sales calculated to yield 
200,000,000 f. a month, together with the duties on alcohol, coffee 
and salt previously rejected by the Chamber, the Senate was sailing 
pretty near the wind. Only by interpreting "voted" as including an 
adverse vote can its action be defended on constitutional grounds, 
though in all other respects it was admirable. 

















The Bill is now again in the hands of the Finance Committee of 
the Chamber, who have already cut down the tax on sales to a nominal 
-5%,( which will bring in 1,400 million francs less than it would have 
done as approved by the Senate) in order to suit the Cartel des 
Gauches, giving one more proof of its irresponsible methods. Its 
prestige has reached vanishing point, while the Senate's reputation 
for greater efficiency has proportionately increased. 


Dr. Nintchitch's Visit to Rome. 
The visit of Drs Nintchitch, the Yugoslav Foreign Minister, to 


Rome just before the meeting of the League Assembly has considerable 
significance. Thowh the details of his conversations with Signor 
Mussolini are not known, it is certain that his visit has served to 
tighten the bonds already existing between the two countries (i.e. 

the Adriatic Agreement). Something more than a reaffirmation of 
friendship took place, though it is officially denied that anything 
in the nature of an aggressive alliance was contemplated. The 
reasons for this rapprochement are not far to seek. Italy and Yugo- 
slavia are equally fearful of an Anschluss between Germany and Austria, 
of which the mass meeting in Hamburg on February 2lst gave indication. 
They fear that, should Germany and Austria unite, they would be ina 
sufficiently strong position to alter the conditions relating to 
Germany's eastern frontiers laid down in the Peace Treaties; for 
whereas at Locarno Germany undertook to guarantee the status a 

on her western frontiers, she would not give the same undertaking on 
her eastern front, where any future alterations are governed by ~ 
treaties of arbitration. Under these circumstances, it is not 
unnatural that Italy and Yugoslavia, already friendly, should become 
still more so. At the coming League session, they will both support 
the claim of Poland for a permanent seat’ on the Council. 


Conference on Hours of Work. 
was announce n King's Speech that invitations were about 


to be issued to the Governments of Belgium, France, Germany and Italy 
to attend a conference in London to consider the possibility of securing 
an effective international agreement for regulating hours of labour. ~ 
An invitation has now been sent to the Ministers of Labour of these 
countries and to M. Thomas, Director of the International Labour 
Office, to attend the conference in London, the date suggested being 
Monday, March 15th. The position of the Washington Hours Convention 
at the moment is that Italy has already ratified it, conditionally 

on its ratification by Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain and 
Switzerland; that a Bill authorising ratification by France, when 
Germany has ratified, has passed the French Chamber and is now before 
the Senate, and that a Bill for unconditional ratification has been 
approved by all the sectiomof the Belgian Chamber. 


The Praseg-Tarki sh seceenent | 
e@ agreement drawn up between M. de Jouvenel, French High 


Commissioner in Syria and the Turkish Government, is expected to 
put an end to friction with Turkey in Syria for the next five years 
and thus place at least one source of difficulty for the French in 
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the background in their administration of that country. The exact 
terms of the agreement are not yet public, but it is said to establish 
the neutrality of Turkey in Syria and to imake provigiion for direct 
arbitration in all future difficulties. + also provides for certain 
rectifications of frontier along the Baghdad Railway, which were at 
first reported to be greatly to the advantage of Turkey, though inhis 

has since been denied. The Turks have expressed loud satisfaction at 
its terms (the final signatures have not yet been given) and are aixious 
to assume that they have scored dinlomatically over Great Britain: 

the connection between the Syrian and Mosul situations is now said to 

be broken and Great Britain is left to act alone. No great account 
necd be taken of these comnents however, as it is unlikely that the 
French Government would neglect to communicate with the British Govern- 


ment on any voints affecting her position in Iraq. 


III. GENERAL INTEREST. 





AUSTRIA. 
"Warcn _ist: After negotiations extending for more than a year, a 


commercial treaty between Austria and Hungary has been concluded, 
by which 550 articles in the tariffs of both countries benefit by 


reduced Customs duties. 


BELGIUM. 
"Feb. D. 21st: The Ministry for Foreign Affairs is cohsidering the 


resumption of commercial relations with Russia. 
Merch 3rd: The Belgian Senate unanimously adopted the Bill approving 


the Locarno Treaties. 


CHINA. 
"Fed. 19th: The British Minister in Hong-kong protested to the 


Peking Government against the Canton boycott. 

Feb. 2ist: The Peking Government ordered a punitive expedition against 
Wu Fei-fu. 

Feb. 22nd: The Commissioner of the Chinese Maritime Customs at Canton 
announced that the rort of Canton had been closed for the purpose of 
safeguarding the revenues- 

Feb. 23rd: In reply to the order of the Comzaissioner of Customs at 
Canton closing the ports of Ceriton and Whampoa, the Canton Government 
has ordered the dctenticn of ail goods in warehouses and the resumption 
of business by the Custome. 

BBE. 24th: The generzl advance northwards cf Wu Pei-fu's forces was 
delayed by the resisiance cfr Siryang, which has stood a long seiss. 
Chang Tso-lin thresiens te cescend on Peking and one of his supporters, 
Li Ching-lin, is merching on Mechang in Chihli, south of Tientsin. 

Feb. 25th: Li Ching-lin's forces are within 20 miles of Tientsin. 

















Sinyang is beseiged by Wu Pei-fu's army. 
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CHINA. 

~ Feb. 28th: At the annual meeting of the Hong-kong and Shanghai Bank, 
the Chairman said that in spite of the boycott the year had been a 
satisfactory ono and that the Colony had suffered no permanent injury. 
March 2nd: A strike outbreak is reported among the Japanese cotton 
mills in Shanghai, believed to be fostered by outside influences. 
March Srd: Warfare on a large scale appears imminent; Feng Yu- 
hsiang, “hard pressed from the South and North, is said to be fighting 


on three fronts. 





Feb. 19th; The franc fell to 156.70. 
Feb. 2Oth: The Finance Committee of the Senate restored to the 
Finance Bill the articles previously rejected by the Chamber, increas- 
ing the duties on tobacco, alcohol, coffee and sugar. The Committee 
also restored the tax on payments. 

The franc fell below 137. 
Feb. 2lst: Tne Senate vin-ence Comnittee concluded its examination of 


the Finance Bill. 
Feb. 23rd: Owing to the action of the Finance Committee of the Senate 


in restoring items previously rejected by the Chamber to the Finance 
Bill, the franc rose to 134.45. The Radicals of beth douses appealed 
to M. Briand to modify or drop the tax on payments. M. Briand, how- 
ever, refused. 

Feb. 24th: The Senate began work on the FinanceBill. 

seb. 5th: The Franco-Russian Conference held its first meeting at 
the Quai d'Orsay. It is to discuss the question of Russian pre-war 
debts, the possibility of concluding a commercial treaty and political 
relations between the two countries. 

Feb. 25th: The debate on the Locarno Treaty opened in the French 
Chamber. 

Feb. 26th: Me Briand made a brilliant speech in the Locarno Treaties 
debate in the Chamber. 

Feb. 27th: The Senate passed the Finance Bill as desired by M. Doumer 
by 268 votes to 2l. 

March lst: The Finance Committee of the Chamber discussed the text of 
the Finance Bill and rejected by 16 votes to 4 the tax on payments as 


passed by the Senate. 
Followhs an exchangs of views between ifr. Churchill and Me. Doumer 


it was arrang2d thet negctiations for the settlement of the French 
debt to Great Brirai» erail be cesumed on March 8th, at the point at 
which they were icf: arter M. Caillaux's visit to London. 
March 2rd; The ebets iv. tre Chamber on the Locarno Treaty ended with 
its ratification by - votse ¢o Tl. 

The Finance Coir aber cf tse Chamber cut down the tax on payments 
in the Finance Bill to .5% to suit the demands of the Left. 
March 3rd; A one-day strike took place of Paris shops as a protest 
against the proposed new taxes. 
March 4th; Herr von Hoesch, German Ambassador in Paris, visited UM. 























Briand at the Quai d(Orsay. M. Briand again received M. Nintchitch, 
Yugoslav Minister for Foreign Affairs. The Chamber passed about one 


fifth ofthe articles of the Finance Bill. 
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GERMANY. 
“Foo. 19th: Ata meeting of the foreign Affairs Committee of the 





Reichstag, the question of the vossible extension of the League Council 
was discussed. A Communist motion requesting the Govermaent to with- 
draw its apvlication for League membership was defeated. 
Zeb. 20th: Herr Stresemann, speaking at Cologne, said that ths result 
of the workings of the Locarno spirit should be the withdrawal of 
Allied troops from other Rhineland zones. 
Feb, 24th: The Cabinet decided that the German delegation to tne 
League Council meeting summoned for March 8th should be headed by Herr 
Luther, the Chancellor. Sir Austen Chamberlain's attitude towards 
the proposal to extend the number of seats on the League Council 
caused surprise and resentment. 

March 3rd: The German delezgation to the Hours Conference in London 
Will be headed by Dr. Brauns, Reich Minister of Labour, who will be 
accompanied by Herr Sitzler and Herr Feig, heads of the Hours Department 


of the Ministry. 








GREAT BRITAIN. 
“Red, sozd: The King signed the instrument ratifying the Treaty of 


Locarno. 
March lst; At a meeting of the League of Nations Parliamentary 
Committee, Sir Austen Chamberlain declared he was utterly opnosed to 
the suggestion that any State should be brought on to the Council as a 


counterpoise to Germany. 
March 3rd: The proposal to extend the number of seats on the League 


Council was discussed at a Cabinet meeting. The general view was ' 
clearly that nothing to prejudice Germany's entry into the League 
shgild occur at the coming meeting of the Council. 





GREFCE. 
Feb. 17th: General Pangalos ordered the arrest and deportation of KM. 


Papenastasiou, leader of the Republican Unionist Party, with whom he 
has been in violent conflict ever since his accession to power. 

Feb. 25th: The Greek Government has sent a telegram to the Secretary- 
General of the League submitting to the Council a dispute between 

the Turkish Government with regard to the demarcation of the Greco- 
Turkish frontier along the Maritza. 

Morch lst: The Greek Government peid the Bulgarian Government the 
second half of the indemnity of £45,000 for damage during the Greek 
invesion at Petritch. 

March 2nd: General Pangalos, ina press interview, stated that several 
ministerial changes would be effected within the next few days. 











HOLLAND. 
March 4th: After a Cabinet crisis lasting nearly four months, a 
Ministry was formed with !. Jonkeer de Geer as Prime Minister. 





HUNGARY. 
woh, 24th: The Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry into the forgeries 





case presented three reports to the National Assembly, showing widely 
different views. 
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Tarek Bnd: The discussion on the forgeries case in the National 
Agsembly was adjourned in order to enable Count Berthlen to go to 
Geneva. The French Minister in Budapeet has requested that an 
incuiry be held on certain points raised by the reparts of the Comm- 
ittee of Inquiry. 

“arch 4th; The trial of the three Hungarians arrested in Holland 
in connection with the French bank-note forgeries opened at the Hague 


Courte 


ITALY. 
Feb. 2@th: There is general satisfaction in Italy at the agreement 


reachsa petween Signor Mussolini and Br. Nintchitch, Yugoslav Foreign 
Minister, thcugh no details as to its nature are yet to hand. 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
Feb. 19th: it became clear that in any case Poland could not be 


granted a permanent seat on the Council ext month, as the Swedish 
vote on the Council weuld be exercised against such a proposal. 
Feb. 26th: It is suggested that Spain should be given a permanent 
seat on the Council at the same time as Germany, and that her present 
non-permanent seat could then go to Poland. 

Judging from prees comment, it appears that Italy and Yugoslavia 
support Poland's claim toe a permanent seat on the Council. 
Feb. 28th; The Danish Government is to support Sweden in opposing the 
proposed extension of the League Council. The Swiss Federal Council ' 
is also against such a policy, on the ground that the Council will be 
more efficient if it remains a small body. 
Marsh lst: The Economic Committee of the League began its sittings 
under che chairmanship of M. Brunet (Belgium). 
Macoh 2nd: M. Briand, speaking in the French Chamber, said that the 
French Government favoured an extension of the Council, and that should 
this take rlaze, he would see Poland on it with very keen pleasure. 
Herr Luther, German Chancellor, declared that any alteration in the. 
compssition of the Council and the organization of the League would 
maks Gerrany's position untenable. 
March 2ni: The Permnanent Maniates Commission concluded its examin- 
ation of the French Government's Report on theadministration of Syria. 
A sud-cormittee is drafting a report to the League Council. 
March 4th; The German delegation is to make no statement on the policy 
that may be pursued on behalf of Germany at the next Assembly of the 


League in September. 





LITHANTA. 
Feb o sath: Me Galvanauskas, Litjuanian Minister in London, called the 


stteatioa of Sir Austen Chamberlain, as a member of the League Council, 
to the situation arising from the "further Polish invasion of Lithu- 


anian territory." 























MCROCCO. 


Feb. 20th: Recomoitring expeditions were carried out by the French 
with t odject of sounding the enemy's intentions in view of the 


reports of a coming offensive. 
Feb. 23rd: The Spanish authorities received the submissions of the 


Anjera and other tribes. An expedition is planned to capture the 


Rifi guns bombarding Tetuan. 
Feb. 25th: A Rifi offensive opened on the French front in the Wergha 


Valley and the Wezzan district. 

Feb. 28th: The Rifi offensive was resymed and the enemy attempted 
to establish themselves in the country of the Mtiua tribe north of 
Taunat. French native forces put up a stiff resistance. The 
Mtiua tribe were severely handled. 

March lst: The Spaniards launched an expedition to silence the 

Rifi guns which have been bombarding Tetuan since September. 

March 3rd: General Boichut, Commander-infhief of the French forces 
in Morecco, arrived at Taunat, the base for a counter-attack against 
the Rifi invaders of the Mtiua region. French native auxuliaries 
have re-occupied most of the villages recently taken from them in 
the territory of the Mtiua tribe. 

Varch 4th: It was reported that the Spanish Government had postponed 
the expedition for the capture of the Rifi guns bombarding Tetuan. 














NORWAY . 
March 4th: A new Cabinet has been formed with M. Lykke, the Conser- 


vative leader, as Prime Minister. 


PALESTINE ’ 
Feb. 22nd: Lord Plumer, High Commissioner for Palestine, in an inter- 


view with an Arab delegation, explained his future policy, but 
declined to discuss the Arab Executive's indictment of the mandatory 


system. 
The Palestine Gendarmerie is to be disbanded. 


Feb. 23rd: A dispute has arisen between Poland and Lithuania over a 
frontier incident, of which conflicting versions are given by both 
sides. (See page 12). 

Feo. 24th: It is rumoured that should ‘Poland be refused a permanent 
seat on t League Council, she may cultivate more friendly relations 
with Russia. 

March 2nd: The Foreign Affairs Committee of the Polish Diet recomn- 
ended the ratification of the Locarno Treaty coupled with a reiter- 
ation of the Polish claim to a permanent seat on the League Council. 
The Treaty was ratified by the Scym. 

March 3rd: The Senate ratified the Treaty of Locarno. 











PORTUGAL- 


March lst: The treaty of arbitration with the United States was 





renewed for a further five years as from November l4th, 1923. 
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RUMANIA. 
Feb. 20th; The Governrent suffered a reverse in the communal 
elections and its position is considerably weakened. Negotiations 
with a view to the formation of a coalition Government between the 
Peasant Party and the Nationalists are being resumed. 
Feb. 26th: Prince Bibesco, late Rumanian Minister in Washington, 
efco Washington for Europe. The suggestion that he might have pre- 
cared the way for a more favourable debt settlement than was acivally 
cured by the Rumanian jelegation to the United States is denicd on 


4 
t 
secu 

gooi authority. 

Fs). 2€th; A commerckl agreenent was concluded between the United 
S 

r 





cates and the Rumanian Government in Bucharest, providing for 
eciprocal treatment with regard to import and export duties, etc. 


SOUTH TYROL. 
Feb. 2ist: Following a meeting of the Tirolese Diet, Dr. Stumpf, 


Governor of the Province, was requested to proceed to Vienna to 
ascertain whether Dr. Ramek, the Chancellor, could be induced to 
recognise the invidious position of the German-speaking population in 
South Tirol. 

Feb. 25rd: At a meeting held to protest axainst Italian treatment of 
German minorities in South Tirol, it was decided to appeal to Senator 
Borah, Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate. 
Feb. 24th: Senator Borah, in reply to the meesage of the South 
Tirolese, regretted that he was unable to give any definite promise 


of help. 








SYRIA. 
Feb. 2lat: The President of the Permanent Mandates Commission 


received a memorandum from the Syrian delegation in Rome denying the 

accuracy of some points in the French Rewort on Syria and the Lebanon. 
The Hejaz railway was again cut near Damascus. 

Feb. 22nd: The successful conclusion of the Franco-Turkish negotia- 

tions between i’. de Jouvenel and the Turkish Government is expected 

to have a favourable effect on the situation in Syria. 








TURKEY - 
Fob. 18th; The agreement negotiated with the Turks by M. de 


Jouvenel was signed in Angora. 
Feb. 19th; The Franco-Turkish agreement caused much satisfaction 


in Turkey and anxiety lest Great Britain and France might present 
a united front is no longer felt. 





YUGOSLAVIA. 
Feb. <4th: Dr. Nintchitch, Minister for Foreign Affairs, arrived in 


Rome and sad an interview with Sisnor Mussolini. He wes received 


in audience oy the King. (See vege 5) 
Feb. 26th: Me Stoyadinovitch, Yugoslav Minister of Finance, arrived 





in London from Belgrade in oréer to discuss the settlement of Yucc. 
Slavia's war debt to Great Britain, which amounts to some £32,0CU, 0°00. 
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Greece and Bulgaria 





Greece has now paid Bulgarie the second half of the £45,000 
indemnity for the damage caused by the Greek invasion in October, 1925. 


Mandates. 


The Permanent Mandates Commission, sitting at Rome in secret, has 
concluded its examination of the French Government's report on the 
administration of Syria, and a sub-committee is drafting a report to 
the Council of the League. 


A_ Frontier Dispute. 





Incidents on the Polish-Lithuanian frontier have led to the ie 
despatch by the two Governments of notes to the Council of the League. 
Each Government alleges invasion of its territory by troops of the other 


and each denies categorically the allegations of the other. The 
Council will not be able to deal with the matter at its March session. 


The Council Agenda. 





The agenda of the thirty-ninth session of the Council includes 
several items which would have been of graat importance at any other 
session but which of course will be overshadowed by the admission of - 
Germany. For instance, the arinual election of the Governing Commission 
of the Saar Basin will take place. It is certain that at last M. 
Rault will have to resign his Chairmanship which he has held for seven 
years. The new Chairman will not be a Frenchman and probably Mr. 

G.W. Stephens, the Canadian member, will be elected. The question of 
the local gendarmerie and the presence of French troops will also be 
discussed. 

The Council will have many reports to consider:- the protection 
of the Moslem minority of Albanian origin in Greece; the Economic and 
Financial Committees: the Greek Refugees Settlement Commission; the 
Mandates Commission; the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation; the 
Financial Reconstruction of Austria and Hungary, and several others. 

The Council will also discuss the arrangements for the meeting 
of the Preparatory Disarmament Conference, the International Institute 
of Private Law at Rome, the report of the Jury of Architects on the 
construction of a Conference Hall, Petitions from minorities in Upper 
Silesia, and various questions relating to the internal administration 


of the Secretariat. 
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Traffic in Women and Children. 





The French Government has ratified the Convention drawn up by 
the League in 1921 for the suppression of the traffic in women and 


children. 
(By the courtesy of the League of Nations Union) 


Delegations to Geneva. 





The composition of the British delegation to the League Council 
meeting on March Sth is as follows: 

Sir Austen Chamberlain, Lord Cecil, Sir Cecil EKurst, lLir. M.W. 
Lampson, Mr. W.H.M. Selby, the Hon. A.M.G. Cadogan, lir. We. St. G.H. 
Roberts, Mr. V.F.W. Cavendish-Bentinck, Rear-Admiral Aubrey C.H. Smith 
and Major W.t!. Young. 

The German delegation will be headed by Herr Luther, the Chancellor 
and seconded by Herr Stresemann, Foreign Minister, accompanied by Herr 
von Schubert, Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Gaus, legal 
exnert of the Foreign Ministry, Herr Kempner, Secretary of State in 
the Chancellor's Department, and Herr Kiep, head of the Press Depart- 
ment, all of whom formed part of the German Delegation at the Locarno 
Conference. Herr von Hoesch, German Ambassador in Paris, and Herr 
von Bulow, head of the League of Nations section of the German Foreign 
Ministry are also expected to be included. 

ue. Briand will head the French delegation. If called away 
through pressure of business, his place will be takdn by Me. Paul- 
Boncour. M. Loucheur is the third Wrench delegate. 

The Belgian delegation will be headed by M. Vandervelde, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, accompanied by M. Henri Rolin and M. lMelot. 

Spain will be represented by Senor Quinones de Leon, Senor Yanguas and 


Senor Palacios. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 





MARCH 8TH. 
MARCH 8TH. . 


MARCH 8TH-14TH. 
MARCH 16TH. 
MARCH 22ND. 


MARCH 22ND. 


APRIL 12TH. 
APRIL 20TH. 


MAY 12TH. 
MAY 17TH. 


MAY 295TH. 
MAY SOTH. 


S « 


39th Session of the League Council. 


Extraordinary Session of the League 
Assembiy. 


International Fair. 

Meeting of the Special Committee 
of Members of the European 
Commission of the Danube. 


West African Interchange of 
Colonial Medical Officers. 


Advisory Comnission for tne 
Protection and Weifare of 
Children and Young People. 


Central Commission for Rhine 
Navigation. 


International Conference on 
Road Traffic. 


Passport Conference. 


Meeting of Experts on Doble 
Taxation and Fiscal Evasion. 


Pan-American Red Cross Congress. 


Internati9nal Women's Suffrage 
Alliance. 





Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Vienne. 


Geneva. 


Dakaz. 


Geneva. 
Strasbours 


Paris. 


Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Washington 


Paris. 





